Toxicological interactions involving psychiatric drugs and alcohol: an update.
This review focuses on the toxicological interactions between alcohol (ethanol) and psychiatric drugs (antidepressants and antipsychotics), including those leading to fatal poisoning. Acute or chronic ingestion of alcohol when combined with psychiatric drugs may lead to several clinically significant toxicological interactions. The metabolism of these drugs is generally but not always delayed by acute alcohol ingestion. Drugs undergoing metabolism may also show increased metabolic clearance with chronic alcohol ingestion. Therefore, the net effect may be influenced by internal (e.g. disease, age, gender), external (e.g. environment, diet) and pharmacokinetic (e.g. dose, timing of ingestion, gastrointestinal absorption, distribution and elimination) factors. Cases of fatal poisoning involving coadministration of psychiatric drugs, alcohol and other drugs prompted this review.